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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a census of population classified according to denomi-
national affiliation. This census iz taken once in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Act approved March 6, 1902, and is
confined to churches located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each church, congre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the loeal churches and are not in any sense a compi-
lation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year bocks. Lists of the loeal organizations for 1936 were secured in most
cases, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
assistance has been rendered by the officials of the various denominationsal
organizations.

The statistics relate either to the calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which eorresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons, it has
seemed advisable to use, for purposes of éomparison with 1986 and 1928, the
number of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting compatrative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The members of a local church organization, and thus of the
denomination to which the church belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the church, or denomination, under
consideration. Each church was instructed fo report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization. = In some religious. bodies the term ‘“‘member’’ iz applied only to
communicants; while.in. othera it includes al baptized persons, and in still other
bodies it covers all enrolled persons.

Separate. figures are shown for members. “under 13 years of age”” and those “13
years of age and.over,””s0 far asreported by the individual churches. The mem-
bership  “18 yeéars of age and over’! usually affords a better basis for comparison
between. denominations reporting: membership on a different basis.

Urban. and rural churches.~—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas as defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more. For
use in connection with the 1930 census the definition has been slightly modified
and extended so as o include townships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.
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v GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices.—A church edifice is & building used mainly or wholly for
religious services,

Value of church property.~—The term “value of church property"” was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
“value of church edifices’” has been substituted in 1936 and 1926. The figures
are strictly comparable, however, as exactly the same class of property is covered
by both terms.

The “value of church edifices’” comprises the estimated value of the ehurch
buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations reporting, together
with the value of the land on whieh these buildings stand and the furniture, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and actually used in connee-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a church building are used for soeial
or educational work in conneetion with the echureh, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has heen found practically impossible to make
a proper separation in such cases. The number and value of the parsonages, or
pastors’ regidences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches. L

Debt.—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churehes reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had “no debt.” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures.—The total expenditures by the churches during theu' last fiscal
vear are separated in the reports received from most of the churches into the
items called for, a8 they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

For pastor's salary. .. ... $ s
For all other salaries. ool .
For repairs and improvements . oot el
For payments on church debt, excluding interest. _.. . _.___..._
For all local relief and chzmty, Red Cross, ete_ .o wvv oo
For all other eurrent expenses, including interest__. ... ... _._
Forhome missiong . o .- oo cae e
For foreign missions_ . .. it .
Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution

by them. e e

Total expenditures during year v ecccee e

Averages—The average number of members per church is obtained by dividing
the total membership by the total number of churches shown. ‘The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditure per church are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectively, by the number
of churches reporting in each case.

Sunday schools.—The Sunday schools for which statistics are presented in
thig bulletin are those maintained by the chiirches of the denomination reporting,
including, in some cases; migsion schools or other Sunday schools conducted by
the church elsewhere than in the main church edifice. The statistics shown relate
to SBunday schools only and do ‘not include the weekday ‘schools that are main-
tained by a number of denominations,




CHURCH OF ARMENIA IN AMERICA

STATISTICS

Summary for the "Un.ibed States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Church of Armenia in America for the year
1936 is presented in table I, which shows also the distribution of these figures

between urban and rural territory.

All persons baptized in the church are considered members thereof.

TasLe L.—SUMMARY OF StaTisTics FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL

TerriTORY, 1936

ITEM

Total

In urban
territory

In rural
territory

FRRCENT OF
TOTAL!

Urban

Rursl

Churches (local organizations), number. _.....o.-...

Members, number. .
Average membership per chureh.. ..., __
Metﬂ)ership by sex:
ale

Sex not reported ... ___._._..

ales per 100 females

Membership by age:

Under 13 years. ..o oo cccmrcmnecccean

13 years and over.
Age not reported. .. . ...

Percent under 13 years 3. ... .. ocao._.

Church edifices, number,
Value—number reporting . o v crcvecscmmemenn
Amount reported. .. __.._._. -
Constructed prior t0 1936, yercoreer o
Constructed, wholly or i part, in 1936.

Average value per chy
Debt—number reporting.
Amount reported___._.___.
Number reporting “no debt’”

Parsonages, number.
Value—number reporting ..o oociiannns
Amount rep L5 SRS

Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number.
Amount reported.
Pastors’ salaries, ...l
Al other salaries. .. .o

Repairs and improvements ...
Payment on churgh debt, excl

g |

eat st |
All gther currentiexpenses; inclndinginter- |

. est.... g3 gty ey p )
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, ete....
Homg missions. _ (NS

Yorelgn'missions. ...~ i o b i)
To general headquarters for digtribution. ..
All'other purposes. -
Average expenditore per chmcl‘af_ ________
Sinday schoolsi o ;
‘@hurches reporting, numher: Lo it e sis
Qflicers and teachers... oy -csmmm
Scholars. ... :
Weekday religions schools;
Churches reporting, number . o oocceeeon]
Officers and teachers

Scholars. .
Parochial achools;

Churches reporting, number.

Officers and teachers sl

Bcholars”_..____’

18, 787
508

sEEes § sges

100.0

1 Percent not shown where base {sJess than 100.
2 Ratio not shown where of females

i3 less than 100.

¥ Based on membership with age classifiestion reported.

20816240




2 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1936

Comparative data, 1906-36.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statistics of the Church of Armenia in Ameriea
for the census years 1936, 1926, 1916, and 1906,

TaBLE 2.—COMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1906 To 1936

ITEM 1936 1926 1916 1906

Churches (local organizations), NUMDEF .« . cvcenecannan 37 2 34 73
Increase ! over preceding census:
Number._
Percent 2

Number
Percent
Average membership per church
Church edifices, number.... 18 10 3
Value—number reporting 17 10 3
Amountreported.. .. .. $476, 000 $142, 500 $3%, 000
Average value per church._. $ $14, 250 $12, 867
Debt—number reporting. _ 1
Amguntreported. ... $136, 600 $31, 300 $4, 000
Pars ges, number.
Value—number reporting ) R, 1
Amountreported .. . oo $43,500 | e $2, 500
Expenditures:
Churches reporting, number. ... .. ...ococoeoo.. 31 23 24 |eemcccecaae
Amountreported.. .. ... .1 $105, 638 $114, 703 $32,440 |
Pastors’ salaries. .. - $32, 221
All other salaries. .. ........ $18, 057
Repairs and improvements..____. ... .. $12, 506 $98, 780 $15, 778 Juwaemeeo o
Payment on church debt, excluding interest. $5, 173
All other eurrent expenses, including interest $25, 522
Local relief and charity, Red Cross, ete.... $3, 333 i
Home missions. ... ..o 3265
Forelgn missions. ... oooveenoocion $476 30,444 $4,421 { ... ..
To general headquarters for distribution., $3, 616 i
Allpther PUIDOSES.. .o 469
Notelaseifled ..o . . 6, 560 $12,241 [oooio
Average expenditureperchureh ..o .. $3, 408 $4, 001 $1,352 | .
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting, number. .. .ooomrammenn 20 13 8 4
Officers and teachers - 126 57 17 9
Behnlars. . e e 1, 517 1,134 645 340

1 A minus sign (~) denotes decreage.
2 Percent not shown where bage 13 less than 100,

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the Church of
Armenia in America by States. Table 8 gives for each State for 1936 the number
and membership of the churches classified according to their location in urban or
rural territory, membership classified by sex, and data for Sunday schools. © Table
4 gives for selected States the number and membership of the churches for the 4
censug years 1906 to 1936, together with the membership for 1936 classified as
“under 18 years of -age’” ‘and 18 years of age and over.” Table 5-shows the
value of churches and parsonages and the amount of debt on churceh edifices for
1936.. Table 6 presents, for 1936, the church expenditures, showing separately
current expenses, improvements, benevolences, ete. In order to avoid disclosing
the finanecial statistics of any individual chureh, separate presentation in tables 5
and 6 is limited to those States in which three or more churches reported value and
expenditures. o
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TasLE 3.—NUMBER AND MEMBERsHIP OoF CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TeRRITORY, MEMBERSHI? BY SEX, AND Sunbpay Scroous, By StaTmEs, 1936

B
Rk vl MEMBERSHIP BY SEX | SUNDAY SCHOOLS
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION & |8 ig, .12
AND STATE :g 58 § g a 4 "
) o | = b~
2812l =2 BiB| =] % |"5S 25 |25 83| 5
EN2|B| 242 |62 |8 |4~|32{2% 883
elpir|l el (8|2 |lsja |2 | |8 ®
United States........ 87(| 85| 2i18,787|118, 832] 155| 6, 580| 6,447| 5,780/ 102.1 207 126} 1,517
NEWwW ENGLAND:
Massachusetis. - 7 2,783| 3,879| 350; 80.9 4 34 359
Rhode Island 1 350 2501 ____ 140.0 1 b5 100
Connecticut. 3 485 471 ...... 108. 0 1 45
8 6l._..12,288|| 2,288|._.. 783| 625 900] 122.1 3 19
11 N O | - ) R 37 2 s 11133
2 21....} 1,230]| 1,280]... . 650 &8O .._._ 112.1 2! 16t 220
1 1] .. 40 491 ... 40 L} RS N S DRI AU
2 2|.... 238 238 .1 172 (5] PR . mrmcez sz em———
1 1. ... 535 535|....1 225] Bi0l.._... 72,8 1 2 86
3 ) P 674 674|....1 4071 287 __.._ 152.4 2 12{ 130
SOUTH ATLANTIC:
District of Columbia__| 1 i 05 95| ... 43| 42 DL 1) Y I NN N
Virginig. .cccooemroane. 1 1]-...} 300 241 D S S 111 R W SO P
PACIPIC; )
California. .oveeeern- . 6 4 21 4,802)| 4, 0647( 155 3831 219 4,200) 174.9 4 20] 382

1 Ratio not shown where number of females Is less than 100.

TaBLE 4.—NUMBER AND MEMBERsHIP OF CHURCHES, 1906 10 1036, anD Mmam-

BERSHIP BY AGE IN 1936, BY StaTES

{Separate presentation is limited to 8tates having 8 or more churches in either 1038, 1026, 1016, or 1506)

Ngg%’ NUMBER OF MEMBERS .| MEMBERSHIP BY AGE, 1356
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION , 1 P
AND STATE Under Age ] €r-
10361926(1916]1906] 1996 | ‘1926 | 1918 | 1908 | 13 | YEBI® | iy, | cemtl
and under
. ‘ . Fears | Gver ] 18

United States___| 37 | 29 | 34 | 73 |18, 787 [s8, 181 |27, 400 (19,880, | 2,818 | 10,

or | 84| 187

NEw ENGLAND:
Maine._J__.._.___
New Hampshire. I
Massachusetts. . . 985t 6,1191"
Rhodelsland. _._{ 1| 1 1 474 800135004000 | 2108 |.o.___ 800
Connecticut....._ 385 571
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: ;
10 2,288 | 8,017 2,003 {3,265 490 800 | 30.3
DO T3 TSR IO 48 610 {_.____.: 8.6
2] 8 5 238 12,6781 246 | 1,440 30 12.8
1| 1|.5| 2| 635| 6555000 168 81 15,1
3| 2 3| 64f 570 165| 154 260 30.9
PACIFIC:
California......... 6| 6| 4| 4]4,802]54900 (3,347 (2134 71 53l | 4,200 1.8
Other States.....-{25| 5| 2 [ 511,674 5216 | 2,603 | 2,267 43 681 950 5.9

1 Based on membership with aﬁa classification reported. .
2 Includes: Pennsylvania, 2; Ohio;1; District of Columbia, 1; and Virginia, 1.
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TapLE B.—VALUE OF CHURCHES AND PARSONAGEs AND AMOUNT oF CHURCH
Derr BY STaATES, 1936

[Separate presentation Is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices}

VALUE OF CHUBCH | DEBT ON CHURCH | VALUE OF PAR-
Total | Number EDIFICES EDIFICES SONAGES
churches | edifices ||Churches Churches Churches
¢ reporting| 30948 repnorting Amounti s orting Amonnt
TUnited Btates..... . 87 28 24 3584, 000 13 |8106,028 4| 815,500
A phusetts. .. ...... 7 b 3 {113,000 21 12,700 1 )
z:\i{éﬁ@ %&%m' X & 3 3 | 108,000 31 37,375 1 )
California ............ 6 6 6 L 000 |- 2 ]
Other Blates. ... ... 18 12 212 | 205 (000 81 55,953 __..__.... 15, 500

1A t included in figures for “Other Btates,” {o avoid disclosing the statisties nf any individual church,
1 m’é’?ﬁ’éﬁ: Illfllvzga Istand, 1 (S‘rynnecticut, o New Jersey, 2; Pennsylvania, 2; Illinois, 2; Michigan, 1; and
Wisconsin, 2.

TaBLE 6.~CHURCH EXPENDITURES BY STATES, 19306

[Beparate presentation is limited to Siates having 3 or more churches roporting]

EXPENDITURES
Tt.;tg.le
number .
HTATE Repairs
chu;)éhez; Churches| Total || Pastors’ Oﬁlltlir and
reporting] amount || salarjes salaries improve-
ments
37 | 31 | 8105, 638 232,221 | 818,067 212, 508
7 & 21,085 5, 999 3,436 791
3 3 6, 556 3080 1. ... 562
6 [ 23,790 | 4,190 3, 000 3, 800
3 3 7,412 2, 259 1,416 811
3 3 5,372 1,421 196 2, 681
[ b 14,720 7,420 3,700 1, 000
9 16 25, 803 7,882 4,310 2,861
EXPENDITURES—continued
Payment! 0 Local

BTATE on .
current : . To gen- All
ch rehgf Home | Forelgn | ipl a1 oy

| expenses,
debt, ex- | RSN misslons | misSIONS | quarters | prrposes

an
10ding | intorest, | COAY

United States .. .. ...« 85,178 | 995522 | 83,338 3265 8476 | 33,616 | 36,460
1 5,688 | 1,446 2,332

402 320 102

10, 340 200 980

968 60 1,126

B8O 100 ] 7B |eeefeinoao 350

1, 250 150 150

6,256 ) LTS |eeemeofemaonns 1,350 429

¢ Includes: Rhode Island, 1; Pennsylvania, 2; Tingls, 2; ‘and Michigan, 1.




HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !

DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

From general history the Armenians appear as a strong, vigorous, intellectual,
and progressive people in Asia Minor, whose fame had spread throughout the
civilized world long prior to the days of Caegar and the dawn of the Christian
period. During the ministry of St. Paul, immediately after the ascension of
the Lord, it is claimed that the Armenians were visited by Apostles Thaddeus
and Bartholomew, who introduced Christianity among them early in - the first
century. The new faith spread throughout the land, and in 301 A,°D, it was
accepted by the King of Armenia, Tiridates the Great, by the evangelizing of
St. Gregory the Illuminator, and thus the new faith became the state religion
of Armenia. From that time on the Armenian race has persevered in ite adher-
ence to the Christian faith, and no persecution has been sufficient to alienate it.
The Armenians were imbued with the fa¢t that they were the very guardians of
immortal truth and were to be ambassadors of the risen Lord for t,gle salvation
of man. The literature and art of Armenia reveal how strongly their lives were
influenced by Christianity. During the early centuries of the Christian era an
Armenian alphabet was developed, the Bible was translated into the vernacular
of the people, as were also the great works of the fathers of the church and the
Greek philosophers. They erected thousands of churches which -exhibited the
mogt beautiful forms of architectural design-and testified tothe religious devotion
and spiritual aspirations of the people. : -

St. Gregory became the first bishop. of the church which he had organized,
and from him a regular succession of supreme: patriarchs, who bear the title of
“Catholicos,” has come down without interruption to the present time. T
residence of the Catholicos, whieh is-ab the same time the headguarters of the
Armenian Church, is at Etchmisdzine, a famous monastery at the foot.of Moun
Ararat in Armenia, near the ecathedral of the “Only Begotten” (Misdzine),
Which is one of the oldest Christian edifices in the world, founded and bullt by
St. Gregory himself. b CRE e Ly

Uatil the time of the Fourth, General Council, held at Chalcedon, 451 A. D,
the Armenian Church was in: full communion. with all pections of the ehurch.
Owing to a conflict with the Persian king, who-was seeking to force -Mazdaimn
upon the people, the Armenian Church, was not. represented hat council-and
did not receive the report of its action for some time. “When the report: came,
there was apparently some misunderstanding as to its meaning; andiat.a genaral
synod held in 491 A. D., the decrees of the Counecil.of Chaleedon were formally
denounced, although the general doctrine.of the Armenian. Chureh ‘continged to
be in substantial accord with:that of A ¥
controversy with the Greek Church
and misunderstanding played a
subsequent general eouneils- by
autocephalous hievarehy. = .. ;

The establishment of the. Ottoman. Hm
of the principle of the absolute identi hy
astics of the different. Christian churck J:h
communities, resulted in: emphasizing the sepa 1 een the churches. &
in intensifying national and churchly loyalty .certain sectiona of the Otto-
man - Empire acquired ‘independence; _ the. Armenians - developed -a .desire for
similar freedom, and; at the Congress of Berlin, in 1878, presented a plea for
Armenian autonomy; emphasizing it.-in, the claim.of-
the -sympathy of Christendom.... This + was unsuccessful; nevertheless it
aroused the suspicion-.of -the-Turkish ‘ : after.some years . of
general disturbance,. sueeessiv outbreaks-
which thousands of Armenians logt their

For many years, as g result largely o
Americans, the attention of the people had: b ‘
a:.number of young: m » this country, chiefly for education. .

- lives, \ ~
the influence of schopls established by
een turned tothe United,St&tesv?%{K‘
Vi

""1/This gtatement, which Vg 48 that published in vol, IT of the Report on . Religlons
Bodies, 1926, has hean re rend Mampre Calfayan, atting primat;e{ Ohgrch of Ar-

3, 1028, % ght Reve
mmiain rrierica, and:approved by him/inits present form. : ;
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the increase of politieal disturbances and the disappoiniment of political hopes,
others followed until there were several large communities of Armenians. Some
of these had belonged to the Protestant Armenian Church, and, on coming to
America, identified themselves with either the Congregational or Presbyterian
denominations. The greater number, however, especially as the immigration
grew, belonged to the national church and felt the need of special services.

In 1889 %Lev. Hovsep Sarajian, a bishop from Constantinople, was sent to
minister to & few hundred Armenians, most of them living in the State of
Massachusetts; and in 1891 a chureh was builb in Worcester, Mass., which
was, until recently, the headquarters of the Armenian Church in the United
States. The great increase of Armeniaq immigrants made it necessary for
him to have several assistants, and the still greater influx of Armenians during
and after the outbreaks in 1894 and later, induced the Catholicos to raise the
United States to a missionary diocese, Father Sarajian being consecrated as first
bishop. Since then the Armenians have inereased so rapidly, in both the United
States and Canada, that the Catholicos found it necessary in 1902 to grant a

ecial constitution, and in 1903 to invest the bishop with archiepiscopal au-
ilﬁoﬁty. The mission was then reorganized and divided into pastorates—the
nuclei of future dioceses-——over each of which a pastor in priest’s orders was
appointed. All places outside these pastorates are regarded as mission stations
under the direct management of the archbishop, who either visits them or sends
migsionaries to them from time to time.

Pending the building of churches, arrangements have frequently been made
with the rectors of Episcopal churches for weekly services, to be conduected by
Armenian pastors for their congregations. In other places halls have been
rented and fitted up as churches, and regular weekly services have been con-
duected in them. Besides these regular weekly services, the pastors have bi-
weekly, monthly, or quarterly services in different places, while occasional
services, such as baptistus, marriages, and other devotional exercises, are fre-
quently conducted in private houses. . )

On the outbreak of the World War the Turkish Government allied itself with
Germany and asked the aid of the Armenians for the Central Powers, promising
to establish them in their homeland under their own government in return for that
aid. Only those in Turkish Armenia were able to respond, since those under
Russian rule were already in the war on the other side. = Claiming that Armenia
was helping the Allies, Turkey annulled the constitution granted in 1862 to Turk-
ish Armenia and began a poliey of extermination which continued until 1918,
During this time 1,500,000 were slain and 250,000 more were driven into the
Arsbian desert to starve or perish. The atrocities committed by governmental
orders aroused great indignation in this country, and the Near East Relief wag
organized to care for the refugees.

Prior to this war pmcticalfy every Armenian in the United States had some
one in Turkey dependent upon him, and large sums of money were sent annually
for the I'eh'afy of these dependent persons. In most cases the money was sent
through the State Department at Washington and was distributed by the United
States consuls, the American missionaries, or other persons known to the Govern-
ment, Under war conditions and afterwards many of these channels were closed
though the need for relief grew constantly greater as persecutions increased.

In September 1922, Smyrna was sacked and burned. The major portion of the
entire Cglristia.n population of Asia Minor was packed into Smyrna and the ships
of Bmyrna Harbor, and the city was filled to overflowing with frightened human-
ity—about 700,000 all told. After a reign of terror for several days a fire was
started which wiped out two-thirds of the town, including the Armenian, Greek,
and French quarters. In this debacle 100,000 people were massacred and 160,000
able-bodied men were torn from their families and deported into the interior
never to be seen again. The American Relief Committee, the Near East Relief,
and the United States Navy succeeded in rescuing 800,000 persons. The Greek
Government did all in its power to help in the work and opened wide its doors to
take the homeless in. - During the series of persecutions culminating at Smyrna
more than 1,150,000 refugees were-driven from their homes and belongings and
expelied from the land on which they-had lived for centuries, to find what haven
they couldin Greece and on the islands of the Aegaan. ,

As soon ai the disaster at Smyrna became known to the Americsn public the
United States rang with the desire to be of service. As always in sueh an emer=
geney, there was a great overlapping and duplieation on the part of those wishing to
aid, and in-consequence the Red Cross stepped in and offered to take charge of the
situation, In the more than 9 months that it rernained in the field the Red Cross
fed an average of 600,000 refugees per month and expended $3,000,000. The
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Near East Relief was assigned to Asiatic territory, yet it did much for the child
refugees in Greece, and the Greek Government strained every resource to deal
with the situation. The medical work was carried on by the American Women's
Hospitals, and other agencies like the Young Men's Christian Association, the
Young Women's Christian Association, and the Ameriean Collegiate Institute of
Smyrna gave much assistance.

The pages of history, perhaps, do not record a more courageous and valorous
people than the Armenians nor one with a more tragie fate. In the eddy of the
great contending forces of the East and the West, from a once powerful nation of
some 30,000,000 souls in early times, it has been reduced to 1,000,000 in the
Republic of Erivan, under the suzerainty of the Union of Soviet Republics.
Here the Armenian Church still has its headquarters and is allowed some measure
of freedom. Besides the Armenians in Erivan—the historic home of the race—
there is a scattered remnant permanently settled in Russia, western Europe, and
the New World, and others, perhaps another million altogether, existing under
conditions of exile in the Near East, Syria, and Greece. All the others have
perished, a sacrifice to religious persecution and the passions of war.

DOCTRINE

The doctrinal system of the Armenian Church is founded on the Nicene Creed
without the addition made by the Western Church in regard to the Procession
of the Holy Ghost from the Son as we]l as from the Father. It has also a longer
creed peculiar to itself, and accepts the eanons of the first three General Councils
of the Primitive Church, held at Nicea, Constantinople, and Ephesus, as well as
the writings of the recognized fathers of the church of the period of those councils,
While it has “not adopted the formula of the Council of Chalcedon with respect
to the two natures of Christ,”” it is “explieit in teaching that Christ was perfect
God and perfect man.” The authorized version of the Scriptures is the transla-
tion made early in the fifth century (432 A, D.) by the Catholicos 8t. Sahak and
St. Mesrob and other fathers of the Armenian Chureh. In both the interpreta-
tion of the Bible and ecclesiastical ordinances the tradition of the church is regarded
as of paramount importance. Seven sacraments are accepted. Baptism is in-
variably administered by immersion, generally 8 days after birth, and is followed
immediately by the sacrament of confirmation, which is administered by anointing
with the chrism, or sacred oil, and by laying on of the hands of the officiating priest.
Holy Communion is administered in both kinds, even to infanis, so that practi-
cally every baptized Armenian is aleo a communicant. L

Auricular confession is practiced and priestly absolution is given. Every
communicant is required to present himself to the priest, even if he has no specific
sing to confess, and to obtain individual absolution, before he can receive the Holy
Communion. )

Prayers for the dead are offered without any definite teaching as to the inter-
mediate state. The saints and the Blessed Virgin are venerated, but the doetrine
of the Immaculate Conception is not taught as a part of the creed.

ORGANIZATION

The government of the ‘Armenian ‘Church: is 'democratie, inasmuch as every
officer of the church, from the lowest to’ the highest, is chosen by the people.
Tt is at the same time strictly hiérarchical; inasmuch ag every minister has to be
ordained by a bishop who ¢an trace his owh commission to the Apostles through
bishops in apostolic succession. No bishop ‘may orddin‘a man to:the diaconate
or priesthood before the members of the:church at which he is to-officiate have
given their consent, and the objection of the humblest member of such a con-

" gregation must be taken- into consideration. ' Similarly, -a ' candidate for the

episcopate must be duly elected by representatives of the whole diocese, each
church or congregation having -one or:more votes according to the number of
parighioners, and he must be futnished with proper credentials from the diocesan
gynod before he can be consecrated by the Cstliolicos in Etchmiadzine. Accord-
ing to a late ruling of the Catholicos, women may vote in affairs of the parish
churches, though they are not eligible for the higher-ordets of the church. There
are; however; in some’ places deaconesses who are equal in rank with deacons,
and ‘who, besider devoting themselves to general works of mercy and of education,
are allowed to take a’limited part in the:public services of the church and to
askist the priest in performing the:liturgy.  But this institution has not found
general favor with the Armenians, and in-all other places where women are
engaged in works of merey they do not take prominent part in the public services
of the church, nor are they invested with.any sacerdotal orders.
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The Catholicos of Etchmiadzine is the supreme head of all the Armenian
churches throughout the world. He is elected by both lay and ecclesiagtical
representatives of all the Armenian dioceses and once was subject to approval
by the Czar of Russia. It is his exclusive privilege to consecrate bishops and to
bless the chrism, or sacred oil, used for baptism, confirmation, ordination, and
other rites.

tNext in rank come the patriarchs of Jerusalem and Constantinople, the titular
Catholicos of Bis, and the titular Catholicos of Agthamar, each with archiepis-
copal jurisdiction, arehbishops of other provinces, and blshop_s of dioceses. The
patriarchs are elected by their synods and were formerly subject to approval by
the Sultan. There are altogether 80 dioceses in Turkey and Transcaucasia and
4 missionary dioceses in Persia, India, Europe, and America. Many of the
dioceses in Turkey are vacant and are governed by vicars general in priests’
arders, . .

Although the government of the church is under the general supervision of the
Catholicos, and in certain cases of ecclesiastical ordinances and discipline his
decision is indispensable, each province is allowed to have a constitution of its
own suited to its speeial needs, provided that such constitution has been previously
ratified by the Catholicos. Thus, in Russia a code of laws known as the “Pala-
jenia” was in use from 1836 to the recent revolution, and in Turkey the con-
stitution of 1861 is in force; while a constitution, drawn up at a general conven-
tion of representatives of all the Armenians in the United States, was duly
ratified by the Catholicos in 1002 for the government of the chureh in this country.

The Armenian clergy in the United States includes the follovviﬁ grades:
Archbishop, resident pastors, missionary priests, and  deacons. isgionary
priests and deacons hold no fixed appointments, but assist the archhishop gen-
erally in supplying, so far as possible, the needs of the numerous mission stations.
In each place a committee, or an agent, is appointed who is responsible for bring-
ing to the notice of the church authorities any matter requiring their attention
and for raising the funds necessary for carrying on the work of the church.

The principal divine service is the Holy Sacrifice, or Mass, which is generally
celebrated on Bundays and feast days and is conducted with as much ritual
solemnity as possible. On week days all churches hold public services, ineluding
hymns, psalms, and selections of Scripture, both morning and evening, and
sometimes at noon and at midnight, In this way practically the whole Bible
is read in public at least once a year, while certain portions of it, such as the Gospels
and the Psalms, are read more often. The services of the church are held wholly
in the clagsical Armenian language, the grammatical construction of which varies
eonsiderably from the modern colloquial dialect. The voeabularies, however, are
very similar, so that most educated Armenians can follow the services easily.

The Armenians, like other Orientals, used the ancient Julian ealendar, which,
in the pre&ent century, is 13 days behind the new, or Gregorian calendar; but,
gince November 18, 1925, by a special bull of the Catholicos, they have used the
Gregorian calendar.

WORK

Wherever Armenians have church edifices of their own, and in a few other
places, efforts are made to teach the children their native tongue, so as to make
the services of the church and the teaching in the Sunday schools intelligible-to
them, and to instruct them in the language, history, and literature of their race.
The schools are held in the halls or rooms of their churches or in the rooms rented
for religious and social work, and the teaching is absolutely gratuitous. There
are also a number of libraries in different places, well supplied with the works
of standard Armenian authors and with Armenian newspapers..and periodicalg,
in order to offer the readers an opportunity to study their national literature arid

ary. Frequently, in connection with. the libraries, courses.of lectures on
yarious educational and scientific subjeots.are. given in the Armenian language or
in English, a small fee being oharged.  The . carrent expenses: are small, as the
books are mostly presents, kept generally in the parish hall or in whatever other
place isrented for church services. ... ..+ .+ : :
;. Numeroys educational societies exist: which before the World War contributed

- the gupport of; Armenian sehools in. Turkey. .. It is claimed that there is an
Armenian educational society named .for: each place in. Armenia from which
enough Armeniang have come. to this country to support a school in their native
plﬂt?e, bmgfth}g activiti been temporarily suspended since.the

vities of these have all.
WAL,
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Census of Religious Bodies, as its name indicates, is a census of religious
organizations rather than a eensus of population classified according to denomi-
national affiliation. This census is taken onece in 10 years in accordance with
the provisions of the Permanent Census Aect approved March 6, 1902, and is
confined to. churches located in continental United States.

A report is obtained by the Bureau of the Census from each church, gongre-
gation, or other local organization of each religious body. The census data are
thus obtained directly from the local churches and are not in any sense a compi-
Iation of the statistics collected by the different denominations and published in
their year books. Iists of the local organizations for 1936 were secured in most
cagses, however, from the denominational headquarters, and much additional
assistance has been rendered by the officials of the various denominational
organizations.

The statistics relate cither to the. calendar year 1936 or to the church record
year which corresponds closely to that period.

Number of churches.—In the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for
1916 and 1906 the total number of ‘churches, or organizations, shown for some
denominations was slightly in excess of the number of churches reporting member-
ship. Since membership figures have been obtained for all of the churches in-
cluded in the reports for the years 1936 and 1926 and for other reasons; it has
seemed - advisable to use, for purposes of comparison with 1936 and 1926, the
number- of churches reporting membership in 1916 and 1906. These figures are
used, therefore, in the tables presenting comparative figures for these earlier years.

Membership.—The menibers of ;a4 local:church organization,-and thus of the
denomination to which the church belongs, are those persons who are recognized
as constituent parts of the organization. The exact definition of membership
depends upon the constitution and practice of the chureh, or denomination, under
consideration. Each church was instructed to report the number of its members
according to the definition of membership as used in that particular church or
organization., In some religious hodies the term “‘member’’ is applied only to,
communmants, while in others it includes all baptized persons, and in still other
bodies it covers all enrolled persons.

%parate figures are shown for members “under 13 vears.of age’ ‘and those “13
vears of ‘age a,,qd pver, ’f yso far as reported by the mdlvidua]v churches. "The mem—
bership “13 years ‘of age and over” usually a,ﬂ"ords a better basis for comparlson
between denommatlons reporting membership on a different basis,

Urban and rural churches.—Urban churches are those located in urban areas;
these areas ag defined by the Census Bureau in censuses prior to 1930, included
all cities and other ineorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants ‘or more. For
use in connection with the 1930 census the definition has heen slightly modified
and extended so as to include townships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing any areas so incorporated) which
had a total population of 10,000 or more, and a population density of 1,000 or
more per square mile. . Rural churches would be those located outside of the
above areas. Thus to a very limited extent the urban and rural areas, as reported
for 1936, differ somewhat from these areas as reported in the preceding censuses.

m




v GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Church edifices.—A church edifice is a building used mainly or wholly for
religious services.

Value of church property.—The term “value of church property’’ was used
in the reports of the Census of Religious Bodies for 1916 and 1906 and the term
“value of church edifices” has been substituted in 1936 and 1926. The figures
are strictly comparable, however, as exactly the same class of property is covered
by both terms.

The *“value of church edifices’” comprises the estimated value of the church
buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations reporting, together
with the value of the land on which these buildings stand and the furniture, organs,
bells, and other equipment owned by the churches and actually used in connec-
tion with religious services. Where parts of a church building are used for social
or eduecational work in conneetion with the church, the whole value of the building
and its equipment is included, as it has been found practically impossible to make
a proper separation in such cases. The number and value of the parsonages, or
pastors’ residences, are shown where the ownership of such buildings was reported
by the churches.

Debt.—The summary tables show the amount of debt reported and the number
of churches reporting a specific debt, also the number of churches reporting
that they had “no debt.” The total of these is, in most cases, nearly equal to the
number reporting the value of church edifices.

Expenditures.—The total expenditures by the churches during their last fiscal
year are geparated in the reports received from most of the churches into the
items ealled for, as they appeared on the schedule, which were as follows:

For pastor'ssalary ... _____________... S
For all other salaries. ... ____ o _.__.
For repairs and improvements ... _..._________._ __._______
For payments on chureh debt, excluding interest____ _._._______
For all local relief and charlty, Red Cross, ete..._.__  ______.___
For all other current expenses, including interest______ __________
For home missions. ... . ..l . _______ __________
For foreign missions...__________ . .. _._....___ __________

Amount sent to general headquarters for distribution
by them ___ et e

Total expenditures during year. ..o oo oo

Averages.—The average number of members per church is obtained by dividing
the total membership by the total number of churches shown. The average value
of church edifice and the average expenditure per chureh are obtained by dividing
the total value of churches and the total expenditures, respectlvely, by the number
of churches reporting in each case.

Sunday schools. —The Sunday schools for which statlstws are presented in
this bulletin are those maintained by the churches of the denomination reporting,
including, in some cases, mission schools or other Sunday schools conducted by
the church elsewhere than in the main church edifice. The statistics shown relate
to Sunday schools only and do not include the weekday schools that are main-
tained by a number of denominations.




THE VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA

STATISTICS

The data given for 1936 represeut 72 active organizations of The Volunteers of
Amerieca, all reported as being in urban territory.
The loeal station, or post, is the statistical unit in the report of this denomina-
tion, and the membership includes those who are active in the service as oflicers
and workers, as well as those who, being in accord with the aims, teachings, and
doetrines of the society, regularly attend the meetings and observe the sacraments
at Volunteer missions and contribute to the support of the work.
Comparative data, 1806-38—Table 1 presents, in econvenient form for compari-
son, a summary of the available statietics of The Volunteers of America for the

census vears 1936, 1926, 1916, and 1906.

TaBLE 1.—CoOMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1906 To 1936

ITEM 1936 1926 1916 1906
Stations (local organizations), number.... 72 133 97 85
Inerease ! over precedihy census:
Number. . cevomaaeaoo —B81 36
—45.9 (6
Members, number 7,923 28,756 |
Increase ! over preceding census i
Number —20,833 18, 552 BOI0 joronicnnn
Pe —72.4 181.8 3 -
Avers; 110 216 105 | 34
Station buildings, DUMBET. .o ocvme oo riem e desmr e 33 27 18 10
Value—number reporting. 27 25 13 10
Amount reported........ 35, 005 $573, 809 $228, 950 $83, 521
Average value per station. $16, 111 $92, 952 $17, 458 $8,
Debt—number reporting. . 16
Amount reported. _._____ $67, 832 $154,476 $93, 516 $40, 621

Officers’ quarters, number

Value—number reporting

Amount reported
Expenditures: ]
»: » Stations reponﬁxég, number.. 87 102 i

Amonnt reported. .. - $418, 553 $728,612 $232,610 {oeoemeo..
Commissioned o , 275
All other salaries , 636
Repairs and improvements.............. $11, 185 $321, 754 $134,256 | omene
Payment on station debt, excluding interest. $7,804
AW other enrrent expenses, including interest $103, 465
Local relieland charity, Red Cross, ete..... $157, 886
Homemissions._......... $3, 851
Forelgn missions. .. ._ ... $20 $2135, 003 97,754 | ...
To general headquarters $6, 455
All other purposes $17, 886
Not classified . .. ... ceeeo..-|  $191,858

Average expenditure per station, $6, 247 $7,143

Sunday schools:

Stations reporting, number....__ ... 51 80 26 38

Officers and teachers... 414 761 128 223

Scholars. - 4,292 9,042 1,483 1, 736

“UACm IS gign (—) denotes decrease.
2 Percent not shown where base is less than 100.
1
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State tables.—Tables 2, 3, 4, and 5 present the statistics for The Volunteers of
America by States. Table 2 gives for each State for 1936 the number and mem-
bership of the stations, membership classified by sex, and data for Sunday schools.
Table 3 gives for selected States the nunber and membership of the stations for
the four census years 1906 to 1936, together with the membership for 1936 classified
as “under 13 years of age” and “13 years of age and over.” Table 4 shows the
value of station buildings and the amount of debt on such property for 1936.
Table 5 presents, for 1936, the station expenditures, showing separately current
expenses, improvements, benevolenees, ete.  In order to avoid disclosing the finan-
cial statistics of any individual station, separate presentation in tables 4 and 5 is
limited to those States in which three or more stations reported value and expendi-
tures,

Tarve 2.—NUMRER AND MEMBERSHIP OF STAmI0NS, MEMBERSHIP BY SEX, AND
Sunpay Scnoovs, By Srares, 1936

 MEMBERSHIP BY SEX SUNDAY SCHOOLS
Tott | N, '
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND | o5 her of Males Sta- ofli-
BTATE ) mem- Sex tions | cers
sta- be Mal Fe- | ¥ re. | PELI00| "o ana | Schol-
tions ors i e male pgrt:& fe- port- | teach- | ATS
1 males! ing ors
United States_ ... 79 7,023 | 8,841 | 2,040 | 1,638 | 113.8 51 414 4,202
NEW ENGLAND:
Maine. .......... 1 31
Massachusett 4 503
Rhode Island . ... 1 36
MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
ew York..... 8 890 331 [i] 49 492
New Jersey. . 7 474 222 7 83 533
Pennsylvania 5 611 267 i1 50 573
7 362 219 6 53 769
2 130 ] 1 7 i
4 516 1M 4 25 338
3 440 315 2 14 173
2 53 26 2 18 H7
WggT NORTH CENTRAL:
Minnesota_ .- ....___.. 1
OWB . o 1
Missouri. .. 1
North Dakota 1
South Dakota_ 1
Nebrasks. ._._. - 1
S0UTH ATLANTIC
Delaware.___........_. 1
Distriet of Columbia.. . 1
Virginia...__ ... 2
West Virginia 1
Florida..._...__ 1
1
2
1 76 40 i1 7% ISR (VRPN IS TR JU I,
MOUNTAIN:
Montana. .. 1 14 7 1 4 13
Colorado...... 1 35 17 1 [} 70
Pacrric:
Washington..... 4 205 184 83 B e 1 13 176
Oregon........ 1 225 75 150 foomomaee 50.0 1 11 a0
California__ 5 467 250 217 115.2 3 20 157

1 Ratio not shown where number of famales is less than 100,
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TABLE 3.—NUMBER 4ND MEMBERSHIP OF Srarioxs, 1906 vo 1936, axp Mus-
BERSHIP BY AGE IN 1936, BY Staths

{Separate presentsation is limited to Btates having 3 or more stutions in either 165, 1926, 1018, oy 1w

‘ :
NUMBER OF K’TA’HC)NEKF NUMBER OF HEMBERS j NEMBERSHIP BY AGE, 1988
GENGRATHIC DIVISION [ f | o -
AND STATE | i ‘ ! Under | 18 1 Ase  Per
008 | 1. og | e | | yesrs | met | oenf
1936 mmlm 1906 | 1930 | 1826 | IOI6 | 1906 12 Vand | e |under
} SO0 over ported 3314
) | | i f -
United States ... | 721188 l BT | 65 17,883 28,750 10,204 2,194 | 1,002 | 4,631 | 3,200 | 8.1
NEW ENGLAND: i ]’ o | § ‘
Massachusetts......| 41 4| 3| 8! s8] 27{ 15¢| 66 ...
i [ !
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: ‘ | | : | !
NewYork........l 81 14/ 11| 7| 88 1,90 L1 28| 3
New Jersey .0 7| 7 IR AR AR - - S
Pennsylvania G090 RL T, 8l L7490 M08 133 113
i 1 §
EA87 NORTH CENTRAL: i I ‘ !
Ohio._...._..._...0. 70 90 8] 5l se2lamm| e 18] 3
Indians 2 81 3 3| 13| L3610 134 | 134 ..
INlinols.. 40100 B0 7| BB L)Lz 24| 1
Michigan_ AR T 1| B MO B 1| w19
WEsT Non’ru Cm‘mu %
i 41 1) 2] 14} 3m L O
1ioB4 20 40 WM oss ) M L
1) 20 3] 6, wo| 27 | 20
30 2.l L0860 | Tl .
30 1. ISR B:" T2 N - PRCUURS SO PN SORIOON SN
31 Sl el a1 mal oz
TEos Ll ey el
4 2. 1. 05y -
8 1 i) 781 L5525 en
PACIPIC: ‘ | ]
Washington...____._ 4 4 € 41 206 2,208 461 0 W ...} 1 [ 3 P
California_.... .2 1. 5 0W) 57 4] w7 el 4y Uz 0] ST ... £1
Other Btates........|717 | 27 25| 1 LB T8 2107 W 4 LEG | ME B

! Based on membership wi elassifientio

' # Tncludes 2 stations ewh in tﬁ?m of W irginia; Moine,
Rhode Island, Missourl, North Duketa, S 'Dﬁkm, Delaware, West Virginia, If%rma Km v, Mon.
tana, Golomdo and Oregon, and the District of Cobmmbia,

TABLE 4.~ VALUE oF STATION BUiLpinaes axp AMouxTt or Desr 8y Braves, 1936

{Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more stations reporting vilne of bul

k : VAL OF BTATHGN BRET O STATHN
Trrotal nome Nnmber of - PUILDINGS PBUTLIEN GRS
STATE bﬁ;iot sta- bmmm ]
ons oildings || geationg Etations ,
reparting Amount | reperting Ampunt

United States__.......... 7 33 27| 9485005 | 18 267, o2
New York. . -ooenimmmaon e g 6 4 55, 500 | 3 4, 00
“ i e
Other States_ oo ooommeenee 84 7 | 13 579,805 | 3 | 3, 832

1 des 2 stations in each of the fallowing States—New Jersgy, Ohio, Illinois, Washington, and Cali-
mrmb;cl gnga 1 in each of the fllowing—Msassachusettz, Pennsylvamnia, Indians, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
South Dakots, Nebrasks, Florids, Kentucky, Tennesses, Texas, and Oregon, and the District of Columbia.
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TABLE 5.—STaTioN EXPENDITURES BY STATES, 1936

[Separate presentation is limiter to States having 3 or more stations reporting]

EXPENDITURES
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND n'llx‘xnutgér Corm- Repalrs
STATE of stations || Stations Total missioned | Allother | and im-
reporting amoung officers’ salaries prove-
salaries ments
United Btates....._..... 2 67 8418, 558 865, 275 844, 636 811, 185
NEW ENGLAND:
Massachusetts ... ... 4 4 4, 363 3, 157 307 {oo s
MippLE ATLANTIC:
New York. ... 8 & 26, 886 7. 051 3,163 1, 460
New Jersey 7 7 23, 489 3, 58Y 2,776 483
Pennsylvania 5 4 19, 14 3,430 675 2
East NORTH CENTRAL:
Qhio_ ... .. 7 7 63, 601 7,008 4, 967 931
Mlinois. ............. 4 35,638 2, H86 473 607
Pacrewe:
Washington . ..., 4 4 17, 647 4, 860 408 300
California. ... _._.___. 5 4 20, 837 7,521 654 283
Other States_... ... 28 £25 2086, 808 25,172 31,153 7,079
EXPENDITURES—continued
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND | Payment | Allother | ¢ ..
STATE on station eurrent reliel Home | Foreign To gen- All
debt, expenges, and missions | missions eral head-| oiher
exvluding ; ineloding charity N quarters | purposes
interest interest
i
United States......_. 87,884 8103, 485 | 8157, 886 £3, 851 20 88,455 217, 886
NEW ENGLAND:
Massachusetts. . ... oo oo e e L2312 N SNV PR S
MIDDLE ATLANTICE
New York........._.__ 560 5, 388 4,871 308 921 1,984
New Jersey._ .. ... ... 1,658 3,602 8,199 328 |. 1, 144 2,118
~Pennsylvania.. . .. .|, o 1,180 10, 599 784 543 1,882
EasT NORTH CENTRAL:
hio. .. 180 8, 149 40, 649 22 .. 513 971
Nineds. oo 360 11, 760 18, 947 48 20 206 612
P ActFIC:
JWashington .. .. 5, 945 4, 62 180 1,06 148
Californda .~ " .7 260 7,17 4,156 201 468 135
Other States_ .. ____._._ 4, 846 60, 164 64, 964 L, 770 1,604 10, 056

! Includes 2 stations in each of the following States—Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Tennessee; and
1in each of the folowing—Maine, Rhode Island, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Nebraska, Delaware, Virginia, West Virginia, Florida, Kentucky, Montana, Colorado, and Oregon, and
the District of Columbia,
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
HISTORY

General and Mrs. Ballington Booth, in the spring of 1896, after having areolu-
plished an evangelistic and benevolent work of national proportions, were per-
snaded, by friends who had witnegsed their former success, to organize & Christian
and henevolent movement that should be Ameriean in its prineiple and condunet,
with its governing omeers and headguarters in this country,

In response to this ever-growing eall, General and Mra. Booth held their first
public meetings in March of that year, and almost immediately the new society,
under the name of The Volunteers of America, becaine active in many paris of
the country. Subsequently, in November 1896, the crganization was Incorpo-
rated under the laws of the State of New York. )

From the beginning the organization has been declared to be aun auxiliary of
the church, and converts have been encouraged to unite with ehurches of their
I)f’elf‘el‘l.’élce, 50 that a large growth in membership has neither been expected nor
realized.

Those who have felt the call to engage in the work have been stimulated and
trained to carry to others the redemptive message they have themselves roceived.
The Volunteers of America have continually endeavored to work along lines that
do not conflict with any other religious soeiety.

DOCTRINE

In doetrine The Volunteers are in harmony with the evangelical churches on
all essential points. Their principles are stated in 4 book of rules, known as
The Volunteer Manual, issued by order of the grand field eounell, and those who
make application to join as officers subecribe to these doetrines, cutlined in birief
on an applieation form. They inelude belief in one suprems, triune God; in the
Bible as given by inspiration of God, and the divine rule of all rue godly faith and
Christian practice; in Jesus Christ as truly man and yet as truly God. They
helieve that Jesus Christ, by sacrifiee of His life, made tonement for all mer;
that in order to obtain salvation it is necessary to repent toward God, believe in
Jesus Christ, and become regenerated through the Holy Spirit; that the Holy
Ghost gives to each person inward witness of acceptance; that it possibie for
those who have been sccepted by God to fall from grace and, exeept Bs restored,
to be eternally lost; that it is gfmsime for Christians to be po cleansed in heart as
to serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness throughout life; that the
soul is immortal; and that the punishment of the wicked and the reward of the
righteous are etern

The Volunteers believe in the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and
give opportunity for the observance of these rites af the various stations. They
also ordain their officers to the gospel ministry after due prepardtion and a satie-
factory examination upon the preseribed course of study.

ORGANIZATION

The gavernment of The Volunteers of Ameries is demoeratic, The tertn,
“military,” appearing in the manusl, is applied only in the bestowing of titles,
the wearing of uniforms, and the movements of offieers. Ag a corporate society
the government is vested in the grand field couneil, which is composed of the
officers of, or above, the rank of major. This couneil elects the directors, nine in
number, who are the responsible financial offieers, and who act as trustees and
custodians of the property.

The commander in chief, or general, is elected for a term of 5 years. The
officials forming his cabinet or staff are the national eommander whose title is
brigadier general; the exectitive secretary, field seeretary, and secretary of audit

1 This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in vol. 1L of the Report on Religious
Bodics, 1926, has been revised by Col, James W. Merrill, field sscretary, The Volunteers of America, New
York City, and approved by him in it8 present form.
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and pruperty, each with the title of colonel; the secretary for social welfare;
and the regional officers. The departmerits or regional areas are usually under
the eommand of an officer of the rank of colonel. They comprise 2 or more dis-
tricts, each under the command of a regional officer, who may have 20 or more
stations under his control.

A post consists of an officer in charge, assistants, secretary, treasurer, trustecs,
sergeants, corporals, and soldiers. There is no limit to the membership of a post
in point of numbers. The commissions are issued by the commander in chief and
countersigned by the head of the division and the secretary of the field department,

WORK

The mission of The Volunteers of America, as announced at its inauguration,
is evangelical—carrying the gospel of good will and good living to unchurched
people. At the Volunteer mission meetings, however, it has been found that
many in attendance are needy, often requiring immediate help. I4 has, therefore,
proved essential that provision be made to aid such, and in pursuance of this
desire a number of welfare undertakings have been launched and carried on.

These henefactions are many; among them the care of underprivileged city
children. Day nurseries and kindergartens, summer outings for city children
and their mothers, prove a godsend to many hundreds. There are maternity
homes for unfortunate girls and emergency shelters for transient and homeless
men; food depots are established and, in some cases, breadlines. Sick and injured
persons among the needy and unemployed are given hospital and dispensary
treatment: thousands of pairs of shoes and garments are given children who
otherwise eould nof attend school. At Christmas time many thousands of fami-
lies are provided dinners, the food being sent to their own homes.

Health eamps are established at a number of centers where many hundreds of
children receive from 10 to 20 days of real country life. All enjoy the fresh air
and child sports; in most cases they have good bathing beaches. In many camps
the mothers accompany their children, the eamp houses heing of the small bunga-
low type—one family to each cottage. Invariably the child here makes marked
improvement in health and weight,

Orphan and neglected children find all-year-round homes with The Volunteers
of America, These homes are homelike in appointments and usually established
amid rural surroundings. All ehildren of school age are required to attend the
publie schools.

In a number of cities “Theodora Homes” are maintained for widowed mothers
and their little ones. Here the family is kept together and the children are cared
for by the home staff while the mother earns a livelihood. After her day’s
employment she returns to the Home where the children await her, and thus they
spend a major part of their time with the mother.

Homes for young women are operating in a number of cities, each aiming to
help the girl, who, thrown upon her own resources, is in need of a temporary home.
The girl without money, work, or friends, is received and cared for amid cheerful
surroundings while securing a position. Many of these girls are talented, capable
executives of the white-collar class; others, equally worthy, are willing and anxious
for work in factory or store.

Prison work is maintained among State and Federal institutions. This is
known as the Volunteer Prison League and is under the direction of Mrs. Balling-
ton Booth, the founder. Prisoners are visited and meetings held for their benefit
in the chapels, always in cooperation ‘with the chaplains. Prisoners are encour-
aged to observe the rules and discipline of the prison, and urged to prepare for
lives of usefulness when they shall again take their places in society. ‘
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